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WELCOME
AnchorCert Academy is home to
the Private Collections of Assay
Office Birmingham, and is also a
recognised centre of learning and
an Event Venue in its own right.
Assay Office Birmingham was
founded by an Act of Parliament
in 1773 after strenuous lobbying
by Matthew Boulton. Initially the
Assay Office was only permitted
to carry out its statutory duty of
testing and hallmarking precious
metal articles.

Legislative changes in 1995
allowed scope for diversification.
AnchorCert Academy was formed
to share the unrivalled expertise,
passion, experience and resources
of the Assay Office with a wider
audience. It is one of a number of
new divisions of AnchorCert Group
since 1995.
Birmingham City University’s
School of Jewellery Gemmology
Department is accommodated
here, as is the Birmingham base for
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jewellery apprenticeship specialists
Holts Academy. Coupled with the
training courses and educational
events run by the AnchorCert
Academy, well equipped meeting
rooms and the resource of 7,000
books, 2,000 pieces of silver
and innumerable coins, medals,
paintings, dies , archives and
artefacts; it is an exceptional
facility. Visitors are welcome but
high security requirements mean
that all visits to the Academy must
be booked in advance.

TRAINING COURSES
AnchorCert Academy recognises that the
global jewellery and precious metal industry is
continually changing, driven forward by new
technology, global competition and market forces
such as the price of precious metals.
Those who work in this fascinating, ever changing
sector need to be competent professionals, well
informed not only about the products they are
selling but also about trends and developments
across the wider industry so that they can adapt
and progress accordingly.
AnchorCert Academy is committed to offering
relevant topical, one-day or half day courses,
delivered by experienced practitioners who
are all specialists in their field. Some courses
are industry focused, targeted to address
current issues and help colleagues working with
jewellery, gemstones and accessories expand
their knowledge and improve their professional
skills. Others are also of general interest to
enthusiasts, exploring subjects such as the
history of hallmarking and what to look for when

buying antique jewellery. Topical industry issues
such as counterfeit and customised watches, lab
grown diamonds or treated coloured gemstones
are tackled head on by industry practitioners
sharing the latest information and knowledge on
such contentious subjects.
AnchorCert Academy is keen to promote
excellence through learning and has created an
unrivalled team of industry experts to explain
and demonstrate the issues clearly. The ever
expanding portfolio of courses now includes
Diamond synthetics, simulants and treatments,
Coloured Gemstone treatments and Identifying
customized and counterfeit watches.
Touch Acid Testing is also on the agenda and
bespoke courses are delivered regularly,
carefully formulated to suit the target audience
and focused on the specific topics and angles
required. The full list of courses and detail of their
content is continually updated and is available to
book online on www.anchorcertacademy.com

For more information:
0121 794 1320 or
academy@theassayoffice.co.uk
Book courses online:
www.anchorcertacademy.com
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THE PRIVATE COLLECTIONS
The Private Collections of Assay Office
Birmingham were begun in the late 19th century
to create a comprehensive resource for the local
trade. The ambitions of Assay Masters Henry
and Arthur Westwood who began the collections
have been reached and exceeded by a stunning
collection of silver and a fascinating niche library.
The “Silver Collection”, which does contain some
pieces that are in fact made of other metals,
includes a few examples as old as the 15th Century
and Boulton silver which predates the founding
of the Assay Office in Birmingham, bearing the
Chester hallmark.
The Collection chronicles several different stories.
The development of manufacturing techniques
are clearly illustrated by enviable collections of
Silver from Boulton and Elkington through to 21st
century pieces using the latest technology. Design
trends move from the extravagant Neo Classical
style of some Boulton pieces to the splendour of
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Arts and Crafts items and the clean lines of 21st
century pieces such as the Millennium Vase and
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee bowl.
The Collections are also imbued with social
history – the extravagant buttons and buckles
which set the standard for 18th and 19th
century foppery are accompanied by card cases,
vinaigrettes, snuff boxes and other “Birmingham
toys”- the sought after personal accessories of
the time. Trends in impressive entertaining are
evidenced too, by the caddy spoons, wine labels,
serving spoons and ladles which were used in
conjunction with epergnes, mazarins and other
grand tableware.
After his triumph in founding the Assay Office,
Boulton’s focus moved to his partnership with
James Watt. Boulton used the development of
the steam engine, which would revolutionise
industry worldwide, to provide power for minting

coins and medals at the Soho Mint. The Assay
Office Collection contains some fine examples
of coins and medals from the prolific output of
the Soho Mint and also dies from subsequent
manufacturers.
The Library supports the Silver Collection with
pattern books and the art and design books
which provided the inspiration for the industry
in the 19th and 20th century. It has a niche focus,
specialising in volumes relating to precious metals
and gemstones, their manufacture, chemistry and
physical nature. The Guardians of the Assay Office
have always been key influential Birmingham
people and this is reflected in the collection of local
history books and magazines and also some of the
pictures in the Private Collection.
Over the years the Assay Office has also acquired
books from the Boulton family’s own personal
library including the Boulton family bible with
hand written notes; a fascinating insight into
a significant dynasty. This material is hugely
augmented by the Boulton papers which include

many personal letters from the man himself.
These are now conserved in the Library of
Birmingham and accessible to the public
by appointment.
Alongside such significant volumes sit the registers
of the Assay Office, recording the name and address
of every customer who has registered a hallmark
since 1773. These number tens of thousands and are
not easily researched, however they can reveal much
detail about the activities and development of the
local trade in Birmingham.
The combination of the
Silver Collections, Coins and
Medals and associated dies,
the 7,000 volumes in the
Library and the Registers,
creates a unique resource
which the AnchorCert
Academy is keen to make
accessible to interested
parties to further learning
and research.

The ambitions of Assay Masters
Henry & Arthur Westwood who
began the collections have been
reached and exceeded by a stunning
collection of silver and a fascinating
niche library.
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THE BOULTON GALLERY
The Boulton Gallery offers
an impressive, unique venue
for meetings, workshops or
private luncheons. Guests
can enjoy drinks overlooking
the contemporary, spacious
reception area of AnchorCert

Academy before moving into
the Boulton Gallery for their
meeting or luncheon. Seated
around the traditional table
which was purpose built for
the library in the previous
Assay Office building in
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Newhall Street, guests will
find themselves surrounded by
the splendour of the Private
Collection of Silver and
coins displayed in traditional
cabinets, adding atmosphere
and status to any event.

MEETING ROOMS
More contemporary meeting
rooms fitted with projector
screens and AV facilities are
also available, providing a
comfortable and appropriate
setting for gatherings of up
to 70 people. The Technical
Training Classroom is also
available for rental and has

been specifically designed
to Laboratory standard with
hard surfaces and work bench
type seating to replicate an
appropriate and practical
work environment. For larger
networking events the Assay
Foyer is ideal, offering an open
space in this iconic building

which few have the opportunity
to access. AnchorCert Academy
is physically separated from
all other AnchorCert Group
divisions, due to security
requirements, having its own
entrance, cloakrooms and
servery kitchens to provide
for events.

EVENTS
AnchorCert Academy are developing a series of talks and events to inform and expand the knowledge of
academics, historians, silver and jewellery enthusiasts amongst others. For further information about room
hire and events please email us at academy@theassayoffice.co.uk or call us on 0121 794 1320.
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HOW TO FIND US
All visitors to the AnchorCert Academy should access the building via the Icknield Street entrance as
indicated on the map. Sat nav postcode B18 6RZ.
There is limited short stay on street parking around the Assay Office; the closest secure car park is Vyse
Street multi-storey which is a 5-10 minute walk away (Premier Parking Logistics, Vyse Street,
West Midlands, Birmingham, B18 6LP 0121 303 7617).
For more detailed information with regard to access and directions please contact us.

1 Moreton Street, Birmingham B1 3AX
T 0121 262 1037
academy@theassayoffice.co.uk anchorcertacademy.com
AnchorCert Group comprises of Assay Office Birmingham,
AnchorCert Analytical, AnchorCert Gem Lab, AnchorCert
Academy, SafeGuard Valuations and AnchorCert India.

#morethanhallmarking #itswhatwedo

